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Trail Reservations Agenda

1. Brief intro – 5 minutes

• Alaska Trails Initiative/Trails Investment Strategy  

• Why Focus on Trails Reservations? 

2. Experiences/Examples from Trail Advocates  10 mins 

• Fairbanks, Mat Su, Denali Boroughs

• Statewide – NPS Rivers Trails, Conservation Assistance 

3. DNR Reservations System: Today/Going Forward 15 mins

• Existing reservation process, tools

• Emerging options 

4. Group Discussion: Steps Towards Improvements 15 mins



Alaska Trails Initiative 

STATEWIDE TRAILS 
INVESTMENT STRATEGY
Work in Progress Draft April 2020

See the full document at 
https://www.alaska-
trails.org/alaska-trails-initiative

Partner-Driven Priorities – in two categories

https://www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-trails-initiative


Government Peak Traverse 
and Little Susitna Loop 
• Connect popular, expanding  

recreation destinations

• Preliminary estimated cost:  $1M 

Trails Investment Strategy – Specific Projects



Trails Investment Strategy – Statewide Policies

• “Speed process 
for securing trails 
on state land” 



1. Why Focus on Trails Reservations?

“The future of many of Alaska’s favorite, most used trails is 

blowing in the wind…” (Bob Dylan)

1. Forces clarity (to different degrees in different settings) 

regarding routes, land ownership, land-owner approval

2. Basis for trail investments, marketing, trail system 

connectivity; protects trails/trail use into the future

3. Process for reserving trails on State of AK land could be 

improved; it has often been slow, costly, frustrating. Why?

• Issues with DNR side: limited staff, limited regulatory 

tools, backlog of applications, costly survey requirements

• Issues on the applicant side: lack of capacity, lack of 

knowledge about process



2. Experiences and Examples from Trail Advocates

• Fairbanks, Mat Su, Denali Boroughs

• Statewide – Rivers Trails, Conservation Assistance 



A trail reservations case 
study in the making

ALASKA   LONG TRAIL



3. DNR Trails Reservations System: Today/Going Forward

1. Intro to DNR Regional Office responsibilities  

2. Trails Reservations Program/Processes Today:
• Easements, Rights of Way, Permits..

• Application processes – timelines, challenges

• Surveys

3. Emerging options
• Special Land Use Permit



4. Possible Next Steps

1. Testing & refining special land use permit process

2. Information piece for applicants?

3. Options for alternative forms of surveys?

4. Informal Trail Reservations Working group?

5. What else?



Alaska Trails Initiative 

How do we make progress? 

How can we work together?

Ways to support Alaska Trails and the Long Trail:

Volunteer with our Alaska Trail Stewards

Trails Initiative: send us your ideas!

www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-trails-initiative

Chris Beck, Coordinator  – ChrisAK1Beck@gmail.com 
Steve Cleary, AK Trails ED – steve.cleary@alaska-trails.org

https://www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-trail-stewards
http://www.alaska-trails.org/alaska-trails-initiative

