
Lessons from a 
Decade of Cooperative Stewardship

Continental Divide Trail Coalition



OVERVIEW OF THE CDT

The Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail climbs and descends 
along the Rocky Mountains from 
Canada to Mexico, traversing 3,100 
miles of the most dramatic and wild 
backcountry along the backbone of 
America. More than just a trail, the 
Continental Divide is a landscape that 
connects cultures and communities 
through the healing properties of the 
outdoors. 
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CDTC Mission



CDTC Guiding Principles
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The Continental Divide Trail is a 
connector of cultures, communities and 

landscapes along the major watershed 
of the North American Continent



Completion of the CDT
Congress designated the CDT to provide 
visitors with high-quality, primitive, hiking and 
horseback riding opportunities, and to 
conserve natural, historic, and cultural 
resources in the CDT corridor. 



Reimagining Stewardship of the CDT



Completion and Adaptive Stewardship 
Optimize CDTC’s cooperative stewardship structure alongside agencies and 
communities to implement our strategic plan acknowledging the dynamic 
nature of public lands due to the climate crisis and the changing needs of user 
engagement.



Gateway Communities and Partner Engagement  
Collaborate with a diverse range of stakeholders to promote and 
maximize the enjoyment of the CDT to showcase the benefits of the 
trail for public health, economic vitality, and environmental 
sustainability for communities and users all along the Divide. 



Justice, Equity, and Accessibility in the CDT Experience 
Advocate for protections for lands and waters that address the systematic disparity for 
underrepresented populations and uphold the tenets of environmental justice for a more 
enjoyable CDT Experience for all, now and for future generations.  



A Community-First Approach

#1: Engage & Elevate

#2: Adapt & Implement  

#3: Analyze & Evaluate





Cooperative Stewardship



Connectivity and Adaptive Stewardship









Closing the Nature Gap





Equity & Accessibility in the CDT Experience 

● Cooperative & Adaptive 
Stewardship 
○ Locally-led solutions 

● Preserve, elevate, and protect 
stories and cultural connections 

● Infrastructure & Transportation 
● Preparation & Planning
● Foster the next generation of 

stewards 
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CDTC Field Programs  





Staying True to our 
roots.



Photo: Johnny Carr, Arapaho and Roosevelt NF

Teresa Martinez
Executive Director (and Co-founder)
Continental Divide Trail Coalition
tmartinez@continentaldividetrail.org
540-449-4506

Questions?


