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Charles Horan, Sitka National Historical Park Superintendent Gary

Gauthier, Goularte, State Park Ranger Jim Bunting, Sitka City Ad-
: Sitka Mayor Fi ministrator Gary Paxton and T Nutional Forest Forest Super-
< Nivectar Neharah Tvans. STW Presiden visor Thomas Puchlerz. (Sentinel by James Poulson)



Bringing the Trail Plan to Life
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21 TRAIL PROJECTS

COMPLETED

IN 24 YEARS

Indian River Trailhead, Trail; Separated Bike Path;
Upgrades to trail 2018 -2020

Cross Trail Phase 6 — Kramer to
Old Sitka, Sitka Dock connector

Starrigavan Estuary Trail

Sea Lion Cove Trail

Baranof Lake Trail & Boardwalk

Beaver Lake Loop Trail

Mosquito Cove Trail and Upgrades

Fort Rousseau State Historical Park trail

Path of Hope

Lake Eva Trail

Verstovia Trail

Harbor Mountain Trail Reconstruction

Cross Trail - Kramer Dr. to Yaw Drive with six
trailheads

Sawmill Creek Rd Pathway Jeff Davis St. to
Gary Paxton Industrial Park

Thimbleberry—Heart Lake Loop Trail

Cross Trail neighborhood connectors:
Charteris, Baranof St., Yaw Dr, Pherson Dr.,
Cascade Ck.

Thimbleberry Lake Trail

Herring Cove Loop Trail
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Trail Works

By GARLAND KENNEDY
Sentinel Staff Writer

As the Cross Trail extension that
will link Sitka's downtown trail system
to Starrigavan nears completion, Sitka
Trail Works is seeking ideas on future
trail projects.

With ample possibilities for new
trails in the coming years, Trails Works
executive director Ben Hughey is en-
couraging public involvementsin: the
X '] 1 3 -,

pla SS Lt
e vt 10 give

Sitkans' ideas and priorities,” Hughey
caid. “And 50 we're just really hoping
that we can get a lot of input from ollgs
who live here and care about this trail
system.”

3 The survey is designed to find out
what the public would Jike to see built
and maintained.

“A key question Is, what are the
types of trails you're interested in sec-
ing?" Hughey said. “Is it loop trails? Is
it short things you can do with the fam-
ily? Or is it more chqallcngmg multi-

ackpacking trips?” 3
dayl-t;c snl;d the preferences stated will

this planning process.
shaeewC hg’pc {o take that input and go
ont and find places where. we ¢an pro-
vide those desired facilities and then
develop a more robust plan with spe-
cific trail locations and come back to
the community in the fall with those

. » 'd‘

e e 'smWorks is conducting an
Sina e oples' trail usage

. ey Into e
online survey int0 PEOR - nd exist-
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While the survey asks people’s
thoughts on upkeep and improvements
on existing trails, Hughey is open to
more ambitious ideas as well. :

“We're attempting to stay open to
big ideas,” he said. “We will be assess-
ing feasibility, and what the constraints
are in this next stage as we filter and
analyze the different ideas that come
in, but right now, I want your big
ideas.” !

Sitka Trail Works crew members carried buck-
ets of gravel to make a new trail near Keet Gooshi  James Poulson)
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Heen Elementary

One possible project, he said, could
be a formalization of the trail by the
Indian River flume, an idea originally
envisioned in the 2003 trail plan.

“Downstream of the Indian River
trailhead, there is a water intake pipe
for the Sheldon Jackson campus-
There is basically a walking path along
the prettiest stretch of Kaasda Heen
that exists,” he said.

Trail Works and the Sitka Cons¢r

N

Seeks Your Ideas ff‘)r Projects

TN ~

Sehool in 2020. (Sentinel Photo by

‘Vation Society have also looked at a
sible trail network centered around
oddard Hot Springs and Redoubt
5’!- Hughey saidP.
~ Other trail-building areas might be
in the Katlian River valley once Sitka's
- road network extends that far, he said.
The survey form also has a place
'3_"5”' people to make their own sugges-
tions for new trails.
- Continued on the Back Page
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2022 Sitka Trail Plan Survey 9. With limited resources, how would you split the focus between maintenance of existing trails and
development of new trails?

Share your thoughts about the future of Sitka's public walking, biking, and ATV trails! In partnership Only maintenance of existing trails 50/50 Only development of new trails
with city, state, and federal agencies, local nonprofit Sitka Trail Works has invested in the maintenance ( - 5 D

and development of our trail system over the past two decades. It's time to plan for the future and we
need your input.

We're evaluating how people get outdoors throughout the greater Sitka area, including destinations
reachable by boat. *10. What type of trails would you like to see more of in Sitka? Select top 3.

[ Pathways between neighborhoods and to downtown

|:| Paved multi-use trails
[ Family friendly nature walks

[ Easy loop trails

[] challenging day hikes

[] Multi-day backpacking trails

What type of trails would you like to see more of in Sitka?
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WE ARF SHAPING THE FUTURE OF SITKA'S TRAILS

The following proposals are a few among many concepts under consideration for the in-progress Trail Plan.

A full list of potential trail projects will

SITKA HIGH LOOP 2

The Trail Plan Survey revealed that loop trails <+
are in high demand. A few connections
between existing segments of the Cross Trail
could create multiple walking loop options
and provide a 5K training course for SHS
Cross Country, avoiding conflict with the
lengthening tourist season at Sitka National
Historical Park and improving walking and
biking access to Sitka High School.

- -
7 " s Py ol
1 oy S B Ay oy
Jite Vesihiica & o
& . ‘:J‘.' = ‘_\.,r
= 4 -
J \
\
{
| %
\
| \
/ — / 3
/ ( . N
/ fes o T )
\, S S LY

FLUME TRAIL

In the center of Sitka is a beautiful stretch of river
that most Sitkans have never seen. A pipeline
carrying water to the Science Center etches a gravel
pathway through the forest, from Flume Circle off
Indian River Road down to Sawmill Creek Road. If an
underpass could be designed for the highway bridge,
people could walk from Indian River Road down into
Sitka National Historical Park without the hassle and
danger of negotiating traffic on Sawmill Creek Road.
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VERSTOVIA REROUTE

You know how limited and dangerous the
trailhead parking is, but did you know that
the beginning of the trail is actually on
private land? Rerouting the Verstorvia trail
has long been a Forest Service priority, but
the details are up for consideration. Would
you prefer a short, steep ascent from Price

Street or a longer, south facing climb from
Thimbleberry Lake?

SOUTH SOUND
COASTAL TRAIL

This idea was originally proposed in the
2003 Trail Plan as a way to improve access

to an epic coastline, linking existing cabins

and providing a multi-day backpacking
oppertunity between Kanga Bay, Big Bay,
Redoubt Lake and Goddard. Sitkans
requested more backpacking opportunities
in the Survey, and this would be a world
class destination.

.

Draft cartography by )
Points North Maps
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be widely distributed for public review later this month. Visit SitkaTrailWorks.org for more information.

LAKE SULOIA

This trail that starts just north of Salisbury Sound is
in very rough shape and subsequently has very little
use, despite arriving at a beautiful lake in the West
Chichagof-Yakobi Wilderness. A reconstruction
could allow more Sitkans to hike up and paddle to
the seldom used Suloia Lake Cabin on the far shore,
creating more opportunities for hike-in cabins as
requested in the Trail Plan Survey.
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MARINE TRAILS

The majority of respondents to to the Trail
Survey thought that Sitka would benefit from

~/  marine trails, designated routes linking safe
landings, water sources, and overnight sites
for paddlers. Future planning efforts could
identify single and multi-day itineraries for
kayakers and boaters to more easily explore
our incredible marine landscape.



Sitka Trail Plan & Tongass Sustainable Trails
Strategy Collaboration

* Sitka Ranger District internal inertia for planning
* USFS manages majority of land and trails in vicinity
* Condition assessments
* Internal conversations about priorities

TRAIL WORKS

* Tongass National Forest elevated importance of recreation
* Forest leadership buy-in

 Alaska Trails collaboration
* Early planning facilitation, shared goals, thought partner
e Support during process, including GIS cartography

e USFS and State advocacy ALASKA
TRAILS
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