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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this presentation I’ll be talking about the BLM managed Campbell Tract Special Recreation Management Area, a small 730-acre parcel of BLM managed land in Anchorage, Alaska. The CT SRMA has approximately 25 miles of routes that connect seamlessly to the adjacent Far North Bicentennial Park, which is connected to the broader trail network throughout the Anchorage Bowl up into Chugach State Park and beyond. This is a timeline of how BLM has managed motorized equipment on the CT SRMA as well as connected actions that impacted BLM’s management direction. 
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2008 – BLM Ring of Fire RMP

Grooming trails/ 
Scott Justham

Grooming trails/ Stolf Short

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In March of 2008 BLM signed a Decision Record for the Ring of Fire Resource Management Plan, which designated the CT SRMA as closed to Off Highway Vehicles, which includes electric motors.
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2016 – MOA Ordinance on E-bikes

E-Bike/ Bob Wick

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In June of 2016 an ordinance amending titles 9 and 25 of the Anchorage Municipal code to define high-speed electric bicycles and to address the regulation of high and low speed electric bicycles was passed. This amendment further defined the term "bicycle" to include "low-speed electric bicycles". Low-speed electric bicycle means any bicycle or tricycle with fully operable pedals, an electric motor of no more [LESS] than 750 watts (1 h.p.), and a maximum speed on a paved level surface, when powered solely by such a motor and when carrying one person weighing 170 pounds, of no more [LESS] than 20 miles per hour. For purposes of this title, low-speed electric bicycles are not motor vehicles or motordriven cycles. (AO No. 2011-113(S), § 1, 12-22-11)Anchorage Municipal Code section 9.36.030 is hereby amended by removing the following language:No person shall operate a low speed electric bicycle on any unpaved sidewalk, unpaved recreational trail or unpaved bikepath, except to 18 cross upon a permanent or properly authorized or temporary driveway.
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2019 – DOI Secretarial Order 3376

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In August 2019, the Secretary of the Interior issued Secretary's Order (SO) 3376 to address regulatory uncertainty regarding how agencies within the Department of the Interior (DOI) manage E-bikes. Specifically, SO 3376 sets forth the general policy of the DOI that E-bikes should be allowed where non-motorized types of bicycles are allowed and not allowed where non-motorized types of bicycles are prohibited. In response to Secretary's Order 3376, the BLM issued interim guidance to support immediate e-bike implementation opportunities while concurrently entering the rule making process.
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2020 – BLM Final Rule for E-bikes

Fat Biker/ Scott Justham

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In November 2020, The BLM Final Rule for E-bikes, was published in the Federal Register. The Final Rule  provides guidance that authorized officers may authorize, through subsequent land-use planning or implementation-level decisions, the use of Class 1, 2, and 3 E-bikes on nonmotorized roads and trails. The Final Rule also amended the definition of OHV with criteria regarding e-bikes. For the Final Rule, the definition of e-bikes comes from the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2085). Electric bicycle (also known as an e-bike) means a two- or three-wheeled cycle with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of not more than 750 watts (1 h.p.) that meets the requirements of one of the following three classes:  Class 1 e-bikes are equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 m.p.h.Class 2 e-bikes are equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 m.p.h.Class 3 e-bikes are equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 m.p.h.
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2022 – AK DNR Order on E-bikes

Fat Biker/ Bob Wick

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In May of 2022 an Order Adopting Changes to Regulations of Department of Natural Resources dealing with recreational uses of Alaska State Parks regarding E-Bikes and other modes of recreational technology was signed and in effect. One of the adopted changes allowed Class 1 E-bikes on trails such as Hemlock Burn and the Gas Line trail. These trails tie into the FNBP trail system.  
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2022 – BLM RAMP Planning Process

Hikers/ Kevin Keeler

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In September of 2022 BLM signed a decision to implement a new Recreation Area Management Plan for the CT SRMA. This process highlighted the need to re-evaluate the OHV designation for the CT SRMA in regards to conflicting management of E-bikes with the adjacent park lands of Far North Bicentennial Park and Chugach State Park.
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2023 – BLM RMP Amendment

Fat Bike/ Scott Justham

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In March 2023 BLM began the process to amend the Ring of Fire RMP OHV designation from “Closed” to “Limited” and implement a Travel Management Plan with route designations, which would allow BLM to adapt to changes in recreation technology, provide a seamless recreational experience with adjacent park lands, while utilizing the analysis of impacts from authorizing Class 1 E-bikes in the CT RAMP and associated EA.BLM completed the environmental review, DOI-BLM-AK-A010-2023-0001-RMP-EA, prepared solely for the 730-acre CT SRMA. The project title is Campbell Tract Off Highway Vehicle Designation Amendment Environmental Assessment (EA).The environmental review covered the potential site-specific effects to amending the Ring of Fire Resource Management Plan (RMP) off highway vehicle (OHV) designation for the CT SRMA from Closed to Limited by Vehicle type, revise the existing supplementary rule AK 042 06 1220 00 to allow for the use of Class 1 Electric Bicycles (E-Bike) on the CT SRMA, implement a Travel Management Plan (TMP) for the CT SRMA, and create additional supplementary rules for non-OHV limitations as described in Chapter 2 of the enclosed Preliminary EA.Allowing for the use of Class 1 E-Bikes on the CT SRMA would provide a more seamless recreation experience for trail users and would provide consistency with management of E-bikes in both the Chugach State Park and the Municipality managed Far North Bicentennial Park, both of which authorize Class 1 E-Bikes or their equivalent.The decision has not been signed yet but is expected by the end of the calendar year.
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Campbell Tract Map
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BLM Information
BLM NEPA Project webpage:

https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2022130/510

Outdoor Recreation Planner, Stolf Short
sshort@blm.gov or 907-371-6654

mailto:sshort@blm.gov
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